
Holy Trinity (Hull) Development Trust
10a-11 King Street
Kingston Upon Hull
HU1 2JJ

Telephone: 01482 224460
Email: development@holytrinityhull.com

www.holytrinityhull.com/amazing-development
Twitter: @holytrinityhull

Facebook: Holy Trinity Hull

Reg Charity No. 1156642

Holy Trinity is celebrating the 
granting of full permission by 
church authorities for the  
second Phase of its Amazing 
Transformation, which will see a 
major reordering of the nave, to 
create outstanding facilities for 
the people of Hull to enjoy.

Phase 1 was the reordering of 
Trinity Square (see page 3). Now, 
the Chancellor of the Diocese of 
York, Canon Peter Collier QC, has 
given approval for major works 
inside the church.

“This is the news we’ve been 
waiting for,” said Rev Canon Dr 
Neal Barnes. “Now, we can create 
space for the whole community. 
This work will make the church 
sustainable, open to everybody, 
and a place for people to explore, 
to enjoy concerts and events, to 
worship, and to belong.”

In giving his judgement on the 
plans, the Chancellor  
commented, “It is clear to me that 
since 2010, under the leadership 
of Canon Barnes a team of people 
has come together with a  
determination to see a church 
grow and to do mission in the 
heart of this city. However, if there 
is to be continued growth and a 
continuation of that mission they 
have to turn round the position 
from that of haemorrhaging cash 
into one where there is across 
the board a sufficient income to 
finance the staff team, and to  
ensure the continued  
maintenance of the fabric so 

that they can give their energy to 
bringing the gospel to the city of 
Hull and the East Riding.”

Phase 2 will include the most 
significant work in the  
transformation project. The nave 
of the church will return to its 
original, pre-Victorian  
configuration, making a huge 
open space for events, to  
welcome visitors, and for more 
inclusive Christian worship. 

With a new glazed west entrance 
to entice and welcome visitors 
in from the Square, new sound 
and lighting, underfloor heating, 
upgraded toilets and beautiful 
stone flooring, Holy Trinity will be 
fully equipped to be a top visitor 
destination. The full dimensions of 
the nave’s splendid perpendicular-
style architecture will be displayed 
in a way not seen for generations.

Work is due to start almost 
straight away, so access to the 
nave will be somewhat restricted 
for most of 2017. 

“Closing the nave off is a pain 
we must bear, for much greater 
gain.” says Canon Barnes, “In fact, 
disruption will be kept to a  
minimum, as our project  
managers and contractors have  
cooperated to ensure that most 
of the larger events we have 
planned can happen anyway.”

As City of Culture year progresses, 
Hull’s most significant building 
will be transformed, enabling a 
cultural heritage to continue long 
after 2017.
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After so much work, we’ve got the green light. 
There are too many people to thank, just too many: 
architects, the DAC, project managers, our own 
staff and volunteers.

Most of all, I’d like to thank the donors who have 
made all this possible. We have raised over  
£3 million. That’s a fabulous sum, and it’s all down 
to the generosity of our givers.

Of course, we still need people to be generous.  

We need to raise another £300,000 to complete 
our Phase 2 plans: that’s our target now.

So, my sincerest thanks, to those who have given 
time, effort, sleepless nights, and money. And to 
those who will continue to do so.

Rev Canon Dr Neal Barnes 

Everybody’s Effort

Can you help us raise the £300,000 we need to reach our 
Phase 2 target? Holy Trinity is at an exciting and vital stage 
of its amazing transformation. With permissions now  
granted, we are ready to press on, and do the work that will 
make a tremendous difference to the church and our city.

If you can help us reach our target, just think what your 
donation will do. You will help create an amazing venue for 
everybody in Hull to enjoy concerts, exhibitions and  
banquets. You will help us have the capacity to help those 
who are most in need through our social welfare work. You 
will help secure the future of Hull’s finest building, and most 
remarkable place of worship.

If you can help, please get in touch by telephoning Jonny 
Bottomley on the number to the right, or writing to us at the  
Holy Trinity Parish Centre.

Help us hit target

It’s a Minster in May
Now it’s official: on 13 May 2017, Holy Trinity will become Hull Minster, and  
Archbishop Sentamu will once again be in Hull to perform the ceremony.

“Two years ago I came here and urged people to dream big about the possibilities 
for Holy Trinity and for the city of Hull as a whole and to give their all to make the 
vision a reality,” said the Archbishop as he made the announcement. “It is fantastic 
to see so many people and organisations getting behind the development project 
and providing the funds to drive it forward.”

“Holy Trinity is doing great things to reach out to the local community and make 
the mission of the Church relevant to the daily lives of the people of Hull.”

Noting that the word ‘Minster’ comes from the Latin for ‘Monastery’, he went on, 
“This church will become a place where people gather for prayer and to care for 
the poor in the community. You are going to be monastery of service and  
compassion. This will be a showpiece for the rest of England.”

Lifelong parishioner Chris Fenwick, present for the Archbishop’s announcement, 
reflected that, “Of course I’ll miss the old name – it’s been Holy Trinity my whole 
life. But this represents a whole new phase in the life of this wonderful church, and 
an opportunity to serve the community in new, important ways.”

£300k 
Holy Trinity curate Rev Eve Ridgeway in Trinity Square

Phase 2 is go!



With over £3 million given and pledged from individual donors or their 
Trusts and from local companies towards our contribution to Phase 1, 
the City Council’s re-order of Trinity Square, and the costs of our Phase 
2 internal works, we are just £300,000 short of the sum we need to 
complete Phase 2 of Holy Trinity’s Amazing Transformation

“Our donors have been wonderfully generous,” says Appeal Chairman 
John Robinson. “Now, I am asking for one more big push, to get us to 
the end of Phase 2.”

Phase 2 will provide us with the greatest part of the facilities we need 
to sustainably transform Holy Trinity, and open it to everybody in the 
city. With a reordered nave, new heating, lights, sound, flooring and 
toilets, we will have all we need to welcome the community for  
concerts, performances and exhibitions. We will have created a  
fabulous visitor destination, with an improved and upgraded south  
choir aisle café, and an outstanding flexible space for varied forms  
of worship.

 “We anticipate that much of that final £300,000 will come from a 
small number of larger donations – five or even six figure sums – with 
the balance made up of lots of smaller contributions. That’s pretty 
much how it has been so far, and every single contribution is vital,” 
explains John Robinson.

So, there has never been a more significant time to donate; a  
substantial gift, made now, will unlock Holy Trinity for many  
thousands of visitors, and create a sustainable future for Hull’s  
most amazing space. 

Phase 3, to come, will create our final café configuration,  
catering kitchen, even better toilets and meeting rooms. It will  
be spectacular, but very much the icing on the cake. For this we  
will be seeking substantial grant aid support to help us complete  
our Transformation plans.

£300k 
still needed

£300k 

Bell Culture 2017
Holy Trinity’s bells were at the forefront of 
welcoming the start of City of Culture 2017. 
Not only did our bellringers count down to 
the marvellous opening fireworks display, 
but the week-long “Made in Hull” sound 
and light installation featured the bells of 
Holy Trinity and Hull Guildhall chiming in 
concert – the first time that two carillons 
have been combined in this way anywhere 
in the world and was organised by our  
Director of Music Mark Keith.

Team Kili’s Loyalty
Holy Trinity’s Team Kili summited Africa’s highest peak in September, and sponsorship 
funds have continued to come in ever since. The team of 8 has now raised a superb   
       £55,000. “It was a wonderful experience, and the  

   team-members forged bonds that will never be broken,” said    
   Andy Allenby from Allenby Commercial. “We also care deeply 
   about Holy Trinity and what it means to Hull. So this might not 
   be our last fundraising venture…..watch this space.”

The first phase of Holy Trinity’s development  
project was complete, when, just before  
Christmas, the new Trinity Square opened to the public. 

Just as planned, the square has been re-visioned as a fantastic open space. Most 
importantly, with the Victorian church wall gone from the front of the churchyard, 
the square invites people to walk right up to the church and come in.

“On Christmas Eve we opened the great west door for the first time in 14 months,” 
said Rev Canon Dr Neal Barnes, “and saw the square from an entirely new  
perspective. The view was breath-taking. Everyone has been commenting on the 
sense of space, and the fact that Trinity Square is actually far bigger than any of us 
had realised.”

Throughout Christmas and New Year, footfall in the new square clearly increased. 
Moreover, more people than ever before were noticing Holy Trinity. Even when the 
doors were closed, numbers of people were photographing the church, or having 
their picture taken outside it.

“Isn’t is stunning?” commented Appeal Deputy Chairman Stephen Martin. “We 
wanted the square to welcome people into the church; the old church wall seemed 
to say, ‘Keep out’. That’s exactly how it has worked out. It’s a wonderful focal point.”

Our Pioneer Minister Rev Matt Woodcock’s  

new book, “Becoming Reverend”, has  

zoomed to the top of the sales charts, and at one point 

was outselling Jeremy Paxman on Amazon! The book, at 

times both hilarious and moving, charts Matt’s journey 

from journalism to being a priest and father of twin girls. 

“I’m amazed, and actually a bit embarrassed by all the  

attention,” says Matt with a smile.

Becoming  
Reverend

Plaza Welcomes Visitors

Fabulous Fundraising
Holy Trinity’s development fundraising has passed the £3 
million in all sorts of ways. Resident church artist Julia  
Allam has raised money from sales of her paintings –  
relaxing landscapes that could grace any wall. MKM Building 
Supplies directors Linda and David Kilburn hosted a  
magnificent Elizabethan dinner in their beautiful Hotham 
home. Amongst those who attended was Richard Beal  
from Beal Homes with his wife Gemma. “The food, the  
entertainment and the company were perfect,” he said,  
“and in support of a great cause.”


