
Getting into the Bible in 2018 

The Bible is God-inspired, practical, honest, and prepares us 

for life with God. It is God's Big Story, it is a library of all sorts 

of books and types of writing, it is a source of refuge, comfort 

and challenge, and it is transformational!  

 

"The ultimate purpose of the Bible is not to inform us, it is to 

transform us. God doesn’t want us to just be hearers of the 

Word, he wants us to be doers of the Word—living gospels— 

sharing the good news of Jesus Christ not only in our words, 

but in our lives." Rick Warren, '40 Days in the Word'  

 

We at Hull Minster want to be 'doers of the Word', living out the Bible every day, empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

 

 Complete Beginner?  

Get a Bible! There are online Bibles or a paper version may be best to start. The NLT and NIV are 

particularly readable translations for those new to the Bible. (NIRV is an accessible language edition). 

Start by reading one of the stories of Jesus' life - known as the Gospels (which means "Good News") - 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. These are at the beginning of the New Testament (the second part of the 

Bible). Mark is the shortest!  

Read one chapter a day, and as you read, ask some questions (maybe keep a notebook to jot down ideas): 

  What does Jesus do?    What does Jesus claim? 

What does Jesus teach?   How does Jesus interact with others? 

Meet with another Christian friend or group and chat about what you've discovered about Jesus. 

 

 Want to get an overview of the whole Bible? 

There are loads of helpful resources to get an idea of the 'Big Story' of the Bible: 

 WEBSITE: www.biblica.com/articles/what-is-the-bible-and-how-should-we-engage-it/ 

 BOOK: 'Bible in 60' by Andy Peck (Read through the Bible in 60 readings with explanations) 

 BOOK: 'E100 Bible' (The 'Essential 100' readings that take you through the Bible, + online resources) 

 BOOK: 'God's Big Picture' by Vaughan Roberts (An accessible overview of the storyline of the Bible) 

 VIDEO/PODCAST: 'The Bible Project' is a video and podcast resource providing high quality short 

videos on books and themes of the Bible. 

 PODCAST: 'Exploring my Strange Bible' is an excellent podcast by Tim Mackie giving overviews of 

the Bible in sections. Great for car journeys! 

 

 Ways of Reading/Listening to the Bible Daily/Often 

We often want to read (or listen to) and digest the Bible regularly but don't always 

know how. A regular time and place help us do this, whether it's 10 minutes or an 

hour, in bed, at our desk, or on a walk, these times help us re-centre our lives around 

Jesus. And a cup of coffee or tea helps too!  

These resources can help us practice a good rhythm of reading and listening to the 

Bible and living it out in our lives: 

 APP: 'Read Scripture' From the Bible Project, which links Bible passages with 

relevant videos to learn from. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 



 APP: 'Bible in One Year' - sends you daily readings that means you can read the whole Bible in a 

year, with reflections to help you think about application. From HTB Church. 

 APP: 'YouVersion' - has different Bible translations and reading plans so you can pick one that suits 

you! You can also listen to the Bible read to you! 

 APP: 'Daily Prayer' and 'Reflections for Daily Prayer' - follow along with the Church of England's 

daily Bible readings, and reflections too. 

 FREE DOWNLOAD: Rick Warren's Bible Study Methods - free download of some great ways of 

reading and digesting the Bible http://www.wabashfirstumc.org/bible_study_warren.pdf 

 

 Books about Following Jesus 

Books, talks, podcasts and other resources are a good way of investing in our faith, either alone or in 

groups. We have a selection of books and Bibles on the Minster Shop. 

 'A-Z of Discipleship' by Matthew Porter - this very accessible book has one theme/topic for every 

letter of the Alphabet linked to following Jesus, and includes many Bible passages to look up too. 

You can read one short chapter every so often, so it only takes a short amount of time per sitting. 

 'Beginning Again' by John Pritchard - whether you are exploring faith for the first time or returning 

to faith, this is a gentle reintroduction to the rhythms and practices of the Christian faith, which 

include reading the Bible.  

 

 Meeting with others 

Meeting with others every so often means we are not just 

reading and think about the Bible on our own, but we learn 

from one another and can encourage and pray for one 

another as we follow Jesus. At Hull Minster there are many 

groups that you can join, some weekly, others for a set 

'course' when you can enjoy learning from the Bible 

together. (Ask a member of the team for more info!).  

 

 What's the Point? 

The Bible is God's Big Story, into which we find our place, purpose in the here and now. The purpose of 

reading, digesting and seeking to 'live out' the Bible is so that we co-operate with Jesus and the Holy Spirit 

in being transformed, to become more like Jesus in the world (to be 'doers' of the Word!).  

It is not just so that we 'know more' about the Bible in a 'head knowledge' way - although that it important 

for helping us read and understand the Bible in a wise way, if we only gain 'head knowledge' we get 'puffed 

up' (as St. Paul says in his letter to the church in Corinth 'Knowledge puffs up' 1 Corinthians 8:12). It's like 

we eat too much at once and then can't actually get up and use the energy that the food gives us! 

 

When we read, digest and live out the Bible bit by bit, we will hopefully become more loving followers of 

Jesus - others will see in us something of God's love, joy, peace and life. St. Paul says 'Love builds up' in the 

letter to the Corinthian church. Writer William J. Toms said: "You may be the only Bible some person ever 

reads." - if that's true, we need to be immersed in the Bible and prayer so that we can live a life of love!  

It takes a lifetime to grow in love as we follow Jesus, but it is never too late to start reading the Bible and 

applying it to our lives on day at a time, and it is never too early to start too! At Hull Minster we want to 

encourage people to enjoy the Bible in a practical, and down to earth way that really makes a difference as 

to how we live.         So join in this year! 


