
Coming up…

Hull University Music Society
Saturday, April 25, 2015, 7:30pm – 9:00pm
£6 / senior citizens £5 / other concessions £3

The Sixteen 
The Choral Pilgrimage 2015
Thursday, October 22, 2015

Worship at HT 
Join us any Sunday, and you will be made very 
welcome. Sunday services are followed by 
refreshments in the church. Our regular services 
and times are:

9.30am  Informal Service  - a mix of  
contemporary songs, with a relaxed family feel. 
A short reading, talk and prayers, toys for the 
younger children and our`Jump’ children’s 
activity in parallel with part of the service.

11.15am  Traditional Service - Communion or 
Morning Service. Traditional hymns led by the 
organ and our robed choir. Children’s activities 
in parallel with part of the service.

4.00pm `HT@4’  - a contemporary, informal 
service at 4pm in the Holy Trinity Parish Centre.  
Includes accessible, modern worship, relevant 
talks, discussion, prayer and refreshments.

We say that our ambition, at Holy Trinity, is to welcome the whole  

community into the church. Well, we’re already doing it!

Take a look at what’s planned and then imagine how it’ll be when we’ve finished our development work.  
Already, we’re welcoming people to everything from a wedding fare to top-class choral music.  

But with the facilities we’re planning, it’s extraordinary to think what might happen.  

For example, now, the Trinity Music Festival uses a stage perched on our church wall. What might it be like, in a 
big, open, piazza style square, designed for performances and events. Just imagine a summers’ evening with the 
square full or tourists and local people.

Inside, the nave still restricts our options. We’re delighted that, despite the physical limitations, popular choral 
group The Sixteen is coming to Holy Trinity in October. But imagine what they could do in a well-lit nave that has 
lots of space in the centre, but retains the beauty of the space by having raised pews, using our iconic pew ends, 
round the edges. Perhaps they could perform in the round; what a spectacle that would be.
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Here’s a listing of some the things that will be happening at Holy Trinity in the coming months for more details 

about these, or to discover new events as they are posted, go to www.holytrinityhull.com/events/. 

Your support can make it  
all happen

Help us create an amazing space for the whole community. 
If you would like more information about the project or are 
interested in making a contribution please get in touch with 
Brian Gilliland, Development Director on 07768 301707 or 
email brian@holytrinityhull.com

At the November launch, the 
fund stood at £1.5 million, a 
number of generous donations 
has taken the total to nearly half 
of the £4.5 million that will be 
needed to reorder and restore 
Hull’s historic Grade 1 listed 
church.

“This is an important landmark,” 

said Management Group  

Chairman John Robinson.“it’s 

a real encouragement, and will 

spur us on to raise the rest of 

the funds.”

The £2 million mark was passed 
in style, with a superb donation 
of £130,000 from a former East 
Yorkshire man, now resident in 
London. Although he has moved 
away, the anonymous donor still 
cares deeply about Hull, and had 
no hesitation in supporting the 
campaign.

However, the fund total is made 
up of both six-figure donations 
like this one, and gifts of tens or 
hundreds of pounds each. They 
all matter, because when added 
together they will enable us to 
transform Holy Trinity, opening 
it up for concerts, exhibitions, 
banquets and events. Every gift 

takes us closer to welcoming 
our local community, tourists 
and school groups into a Hull’s 
most spectacular building.

“We need everyone to do their 

very best for us,” affirmed  

Management Group member 

Nick Hildyard. “I know this 

anonymous donor personally, 

and I am absolutely delighted. 

For some people that will be six 

figure gifts, for some it will be 

tens of pounds. It all adds up, 

every gift matters.”

One elderly member of the Holy 
Trinity congregation, a pensioner 
aged over 80, has twice saved 
up £300 from her pension, 
and handed it to the vicar, Neal 
Barnes on a Sunday morning.

“Contributions like that are 

humbling,” said Neal.“They 

show just how much people 

care.  

We have asked that people do 

the very best they can. We  

desperately need the hundreds 

of thousands of pounds, but  

the person who saves up from 

her pension is every bit as  

important.”
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Welcome to the first edition of our occasional 

newsletter, about our amazing development at  

Holy Trinity.

Sometimes people ask if such a radical transforma-
tion, and raising £4.5 million, isn’t a little frightening. 
Well, sometimes it is – this is a massive undertaking.

But welcoming in the whole community, and playing 
our part in the regeneration of Hull’s Old Town sits 
squarely within the mission of our church. 

So I know we’ll be fine, and we’ll be fine because 
everybody concerned with this project is giving of 
their best. Talented architects, fabulous project  
managers, a Management Group who voluntarily 
give freely of their time. 

And supporters who donate generously. Perhaps 
that’s where you fit in, by giving as generously as you 
can, to play your part in the amazing transformation 
of Holy Trinity.

Everyone’s Best

£2m 
line crossed
Holy Trinity’s Development 

Campaign has crossed the  

£2 million in donations given 

and money pledged. 

Rev Canon  
Dr Neal Barnes

Vicar



Managing change

Mark Keith is Holy Trinity’s organist, but also a history buff, a passion  
gained from growing up with an archaeologist mother. Few have dug more 
deeply into the history of the church. Here, Mark shares one of the many  
remarkable, untold stories of the church.

“Right here,” says Mark, “standing in the south porch, there was once a 

door. Beyond it, over 500 years ago, stood a chantry chapel. Chantry  

chapels were used specifically for priests to pray for the benefit of  

deceased souls, and provided a valuable source of income for the priests. 

Holy Trinity had about a dozen of them, but this chapel was very special, 

and links Holy Trinity to places like Jesus College Cambridge, and the  

infamous tale of the princes in the tower.”

“The chapel was built by John Alcock, the son of Hull merchant, born in 

1430, in honour of his parents. Around the same time, Alcock endowed 

Hull Grammar School, just across Trinity Square. Alcock would become 

one of the most important men of his generation,” explains Mark.

Armed with a doctorate in law from the University of Cambridge, Alcock 
went to work as a lawyer in London, becoming Keeper of the Rolls in 1462.  
By 1472, he was Dean of St Stephen’s, the royal chapel in Westminster  
Palace, and interestingly the church, now long gone, upon which some of 
the window traceries at Holy Trinity are modelled.

In the same year he was involved in diplomatic negotiations with Scotland 
and was placed in effective charge of the estates of the infant Prince  
Edward (the future Edward V, and with Richard of Shrewsbury, one of the 
two Princes in the Tower).  Two years’ later, having meanwhile been  
appointed bishop of Rochester, he became the prince’s tutor. In 1474 he 
was moved as bishop from Rochester to Worcester, and dignified by his  
appointment as Lord President of Wales in 1476.

Edward V was deposed in 1483, with Richard 
III taking the throne; the princes were never 
seen again. It is likely that they had been  
secretly murdered. That might well have  
ended Alcock’s career in government had 
Richard III not been defeated by Henry  
Tudor at the Battle of Bosworth in 1485. His 
appointment as Lord Chancellor quickly  
followed. As Chancellor Alcock opened  
(and preached to) Henry VII’s first parliament, and baptised his first son, 
Prince Arthur. He became Bishop of Ely, and remained one of the King’s 
most trusted councilors. Whilst Bishop of Ely, Alcock founded Jesus College 
Cambridge.

Alcock’s extraordinary career is a reminder of just how significant Hull was 
in medieval times, and of the great men who came from our city.

“All behind here,” says Mark Keith, “in the space between the porch and 

the boiler room, where today we store the bins. Who could possibly have 

guessed?”

HT’s Hidden History
Mark Coates from Hull firm Alan Wood & Partners is the Project  
Manager on Holy Trinity’s Development Project. In short, it’s Mark’s 
job to make all the works happen. From liaising with the architect, 
to setting the budgets and timetables, protecting the heritage, 
dealing with planning, and eventually tendering and managing all of 
the contractors, it’s a colossal job, and quite different from many of 
buildings Mark works on.

“It’s quite a privilege to work on something like this,” says Mark, 
gazing towards the roof. “The scale of it: it takes your breath away. 

You’ve got to take a bit of time to appreciate how fine it is.”

Mark is, in fact, no stranger to ecclesiastical architecture, having 
worked on a number of churches early in his career; it’s ‘quite  

exciting’ he says, to get back to this kind of work.

“There are so many facets to the project, blending all the different 

opinions and views, and come up with a scheme that everyone can 

buy into. You start with the detail up front, to deliver the project at 

the end, and show people we’re doing it right. With lots of projects 

these days, the detail follows later it’s kind of the reverse.”

“You have to consider the significance of the changes. We’re 

making history by doing this, just as the Victorians did in the most 

recent reordering of the church. There is a burden of responsibility 

with that.”

“You see the potential, the way that the church can be a venue and 

hopefully attract people for all sorts of events as well as worship.”

How, we ask, will Mark feel when the job is done?

“Very proud,” Mark quietly declares, “to be part of something quite 

so significant; the most historic building in the city, to be part of 

such a significant reordering; to look back on your career and say  

‘I was part of that’, I’ll be very fortunate.”

Softly spoken, calm, utterly professional, and entirely respectful of 
Holy Trinity’s heritage, our development could not be in safer hands 
than those of Mark Coates.

Mark Coates

Mark Keith

“Johhn AAllccoooccckkk 
wouuldd bbeecccooommmme  
one ooff tthheee mmmmoost  
impoorttaanntt mmmmmeen of 
his ggenneerraaattiiooon,” 


